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best of london 2020 lonely planet best of offers travelers a comprehensive guide to the most
exciting, iconic, and hidden gems that London had to offer in 2020. As one of the world's most
vibrant and diverse cities, London consistently captivates visitors with its rich history, dynamic
cultural scene, and innovative attractions. The Lonely Planet?s ?Best of? list for 2020 highlights the
must-see destinations and experiences that epitomize the city's unique charm, making it an
essential resource for travelers aiming to explore London at its finest. Whether you're a first-time
visitor or a seasoned explorer, understanding what made London stand out in 2020 helps shape
memorable journeys through the city?s neighborhoods, landmarks, and hidden corners.

Highlighting London?s Top Attractions of 2020

The year 2020 was unlike any other for London, with the pandemic influencing travel patterns and
opening up new ways to experience the city. Despite challenges, some attractions and experiences
gained prominence, showcasing London's resilience and evolving cultural landscape.

The Iconic Landmarks Reinvented

London's most famous landmarks continued to draw visitors in 2020, but many adapted to new
safety standards and visitor engagement methods.

- Big Ben and the Houses of Parliament: While Big Ben underwent renovation, the surrounding
Parliament Square remained a symbol of British democracy, offering photo opportunities and a
historical perspective.

- The Tower of London: With enhanced safety measures, visitors could explore the historic
fortress, view the Crown Jewels, and learn about its storied past.

- London Eye: Though limited in capacity, the London Eye provided breathtaking views of the
city?s skyline, especially stunning during sunset hours.

Emerging and Revitalized Neighborhoods

2020 saw a shift towards exploring neighborhoods that showcased London?s local flavor and
innovative spirit.
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- South Bank: Known for its cultural venues like the Southbank Centre and Tate Modern, this
area became even more vibrant with outdoor installations and socially distanced events.

- Shoreditch: The trendy East London neighborhood thrived with street art, boutique shops, and
quirky cafes, perfect for a socially distanced stroll.

- Kensington and Chelsea: Offering refined experiences, these neighborhoods combined luxury
shopping with tranquil parks like Kensington Gardens.

Top Experiences and Activities in London 2020

London?s diverse offerings extend beyond landmarks; the city?s cultural, culinary, and leisure
activities made it a standout destination even amidst global restrictions.

Cultural Experiences

Despite closures and restrictions, London?s cultural scene adapted with virtual tours, outdoor
performances, and innovative exhibits.

- Virtual Museum Tours: Major institutions like the British Museum and Victoria and Albert
Museum offered online exhibitions, allowing visitors to explore art and history from home.

- Open-Air Theatre: The Globe Theatre?s outdoor performances provided a unique
Shakespearean experience under the open sky.

- Street Art Tours: Guided walks through Shoreditch and Camden showcased London?s vibrant
street art scene, which continued to flourish outdoors.

Cuisine and Food Scene

London?s culinary landscape in 2020 reflected its multicultural makeup, with many restaurants
adapting through takeaway services and outdoor dining.

- Food Markets: Borough Market and Camden Market expanded outdoor stalls, offering diverse
cuisines from British pies to international street food.

- Afternoon Tea: Many establishments, like The Ritz and Claridge?s, introduced safe, socially
distanced afternoon tea experiences.

- Innovative Restaurants: Pop-up eateries and virtual cooking classes gained popularity, making
gourmet experiences accessible from home.

Outdoor and Nature Experiences

With indoor venues limited, outdoor spaces became the heart of London?s leisure activities.
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- Royal Parks: Hyde Park, Regent?s Park, and Richmond Park offered safe spaces for picnics,
walks, and wildlife spotting.

- The Thames Path: Walking along the river provided scenic views and a peaceful retreat within
the bustling city.

- Hidden Gardens: Secret gardens like Kyoto Garden in Holland Park or Postman?s Park
became popular spots for tranquil escapes.

Unique and Off-the-Beaten-Path Experiences

For travelers seeking something beyond the usual tourist spots, London?s lesser-known attractions
and activities in 2020 provided memorable alternatives.

Historical Hidden Gems

Discovering London?s secret history added depth to any visit.

- The Old Operating Theatre Museum: An intriguing look into London's medical history housed
in a Victorian operating theater.

- Leighton House Museum: The former home of artist Frederic Leighton, featuring stunning
Arab Hall and intricate tile work.

- Wilton?s Music Hall: The world?s oldest surviving music hall, hosting eclectic performances
and events.

Creative and Artistic Spots

London?s creative scene thrived quietly, with many spaces offering innovative art experiences.

- The Design Museum: Showcasing contemporary design, it highlighted innovative ideas
shaping the future.

- Street Art in Camden: Murals and graffiti provided a colorful backdrop for exploration and
photography.

- Gallery Basement and Other Pop-Ups: Temporary exhibitions and pop-up galleries
showcased emerging artists and contemporary works.

Travel Tips for Visiting London in 2020

Visiting London in 2020 required some adjustments and mindful planning.

Safety and Health Measures
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- Always check the latest government guidelines and venue-specific safety protocols.
- Book tickets in advance for attractions to avoid long queues.
- Use contactless payments where possible to minimize contact.

Transportation

- Utilize London?s extensive public transportation with masks and social distancing.
- Consider walking or cycling for shorter distances, using Santander Cycles or renting bikes.

Accommodation

- Opt for hotels with flexible cancellation policies.
- Many accommodations offered enhanced cleaning and contactless check-in.

Conclusion: The Best of London 2020 Through Lonely Planet?s Lens

While 2020 was a challenging year worldwide, London?s resilience shone through in its ability to
adapt and showcase new facets of its vibrant personality. The ?Best of London 2020 Lonely Planet
Best of? list encapsulates the city?s most memorable attractions, innovative experiences, and
unique neighborhoods that defined the year. From iconic landmarks to hidden gems, London?s rich
tapestry of history, culture, and modern innovation continues to inspire travelers. Planning a visit
with these highlights in mind ensures an enriching experience, enabling visitors to discover the
city?s timeless appeal while embracing its adaptability and creative spirit. Whether exploring
outdoors, engaging with local culture, or enjoying culinary delights, London remains an unparalleled
destination that offers something for everyone?even in the most unusual of years.

Best of London 2020: Lonely Planet?s Top Picks for the Capital?s Unmissable Experiences

London, a city renowned for its rich history, vibrant culture, and dynamic modernity, has long
captivated travelers from around the world. In 2020, despite unprecedented challenges posed by the
global pandemic, London proved its resilience and adaptability, offering a diverse array of
experiences that cater to all interests. Lonely Planet?s ?Best of London 20207 curated list
encapsulates the city?s top attractions, hidden gems, culinary delights, and cultural landmarks,
providing a comprehensive guide for visitors and locals alike seeking to explore the very best of this
iconic metropolis.

Understanding Lonely Planet?s ?Best of London 20207 List

Lonely Planet?s selection process for the ?Best of London 2020? involves meticulous research,
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traveler insights, expert opinions, and an in-depth understanding of the city?s evolving landscape.
The list aims to highlight experiences that are authentic, accessible, and representative of London?s
multifaceted identity. While some entries celebrate traditional landmarks, others focus on emerging
neighborhoods, innovative culinary scenes, or culturally significant events that gained prominence in
2020. This balanced approach ensures that the list remains relevant, inspiring, and reflective of
London?s unique character during a year of significant change.

Top Cultural and Historical Landmarks

London?s history is etched into every corner of the cityscape, from ancient ruins to majestic palaces.
In 2020, many of these landmarks continued to draw visitors, albeit with enhanced safety measures.

The Tower of London

The Tower of London remains an enduring symbol of England?s royal history. In 2020, it retained its
allure as a must-visit site, offering insights into the monarchy, medieval architecture, and the
legendary Crown Jewels. The Yeoman Warders, known as Beefeaters, provided engaging guided
tours that navigated the tower?s storied past, from its origins as a Norman fortress to its role as a
royal palace and prison. Visitors appreciated the careful implementation of health protocols, which
allowed for a safe yet immersive experience.

The British Museum

Despite closures earlier in the year due to COVID-19, the British Museum adapted by expanding its
digital offerings, allowing global audiences to explore its vast collection virtually. When reopened,
visitors could marvel at artifacts such as the Rosetta Stone and the Elgin Marbles, gaining profound
insights into human history. The museum?s commitment to accessibility and education made it a
cornerstone of London?s cultural scene in 2020.

Westminster Abbey and the Houses of Parliament
A visit to Westminster remains essential for understanding Britain?s political and religious history.
The Abbey?s Gothic architecture and royal tombs continue to fascinate, while the Houses of

Parliament stand as a symbol of democracy. In 2020, virtual tours and online exhibitions increased
accessibility, allowing global audiences to experience these iconic sites remotely.

Emerging Neighborhoods and Unique Local Experiences

While classic landmarks define London?s historical tapestry, the city?s neighborhoods are where
contemporary culture, innovation, and local life thrive.
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Shoreditch: The Creative Hub

Shoreditch cemented its reputation as London's creative playground in 2020. Known for street art,
boutique shops, and vibrant nightlife, the neighborhood embraced a more subdued but equally
energetic vibe during the pandemic. Local artists and entrepreneurs pivoted toward online platforms,
offering virtual art galleries, pop-up markets, and street art tours that could be enjoyed safely. The
area?s eclectic cafes and food trucks provided comfort and community, reflecting resilience and
adaptability.

Southbank: Cultural Heartbeat

The Southbank area along the Thames showcased London?s artistic soul. Major institutions like the
Southbank Centre and the National Theatre adapted with outdoor performances, art installations,
and open-air cinemas. Visitors could stroll along the river, enjoying views of the city?s skyline while
engaging in socially distanced cultural activities. The Southbank?s revitalization in 2020 exemplified
how public spaces can foster community in challenging times.

Green Spaces and Outdoor Experiences

With indoor attractions limited, London?s parks and open-air venues gained importance. Hyde Park,
Regent?s Park, and Hampstead Heath provided safe spaces for exercise, picnics, and socializing.
The popularity of outdoor markets, such as Borough Market and Columbia Road Flower Market,
surged, offering fresh produce and floral delights in a safe environment. These spaces became vital
for mental well-being and social connection during lockdowns.

Gastronomy and Culinary Innovation

London?s culinary scene is a melting pot of global influences, and 2020 underscored the importance
of adaptability and innovation in food culture.

Emerging Food Trends

Despite restrictions, London chefs and restaurateurs demonstrated resilience by embracing new
formats:

- Takeaway and Delivery: Many high-end restaurants pivoted to gourmet takeaway menus,
allowing patrons to enjoy fine dining at home.

- Virtual Cooking Classes: Culinary schools and chefs offered online masterclasses, fostering
community and skill development.

- Local and Sustainable Sourcing: A focus on local ingredients and sustainability became more
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prominent, aligning with global environmental concerns.

Top Foodie Experiences in 2020

- Street Food Markets: Borough Market?s outdoor stalls provided a diverse array of international
cuisines, from artisanal cheeses to spicy tacos, all with safety measures in place.

- Afternoon Tea: Iconic venues like The Ritz and Claridge?s adapted by offering socially
distanced afternoon teas, blending tradition with modern safety standards.

- Innovative Restaurants: Places like Dabbous and Duck & Waffle showcased cutting-edge
culinary techniques, emphasizing creativity and safety compliance.

Notable Culinary Districts
- Chelsea: Known for its upscale cafes and boutique bakeries.
- Camden: Embraced its bohemian roots with eclectic street food vendors.

- Brick Lane: Continued to be a hub for curry houses and international cuisine, reflecting
London?s multicultural makeup.

Arts, Entertainment, and Events in 2020
The pandemic challenged London?s vibrant arts scene, but resilience led to innovative adaptations.
Virtual Arts and Performances
Theatres, galleries, and music venues embraced online platforms, streaming performances,
exhibitions, and workshops. The National Gallery launched virtual tours, while the Royal Opera
House streamed performances, making art accessible from home.
Outdoor Cultural Activities

- Open-Air Concerts and Festivals: Limited-capacity events, such as the London Jazz Festival,
hosted socially distanced performances.

- Street Art Tours: Led by local guides, these tours celebrated Shoreditch?s graffiti scene,
fostering appreciation for urban art.

Major Events and Anniversaries

2020 marked significant milestones, such as:
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- The 350th anniversary of the founding of the Royal Observatory Greenwich.
- Special exhibitions at museums recognizing London?s multicultural history.
- Commemorations of key historical moments, adapted to virtual or socially distanced formats.

Shopping and Fashion

London?s shopping districts remained influential, with a focus on sustainability and local
craftsmanship in 2020.

Key Shopping Districts

- Oxford Street: Despite closures, stores adapted with online sales and virtual shopping
experiences.

- Carnaby Street: Known for independent boutiques and trendy brands, many shops offered
virtual styling sessions.

- Portobello Road Market: Transitioned to online platforms, showcasing vintage finds and
artisanal products.

Emerging Trends

- Sustainable Fashion: Demand for eco-friendly brands increased, with local designers gaining
prominence.
- Online Marketplaces: Virtual craft fairs and pop-up shops became vital for small businesses.

Conclusion: The Resilient Spirit of London in 2020

The ?Best of London 20207 curated by Lonely Planet encapsulates a city that, despite facing
unparalleled challenges, showcased resilience, innovation, and a deep sense of community. The
year prompted both locals and visitors to appreciate the city?s hidden gems, adapt to new ways of
experiencing its rich culture, and celebrate its enduring spirit. Whether exploring historic landmarks
virtually, supporting local eateries, or immersing oneself in outdoor art and music, London proved
that its essence remains vibrant and compelling, even in the most trying times.

As we look beyond 2020, the city?s ability to evolve and embrace change positions it not only as a
historical hub but also as a forward-thinking metropolis ready to welcome new adventures and
discoveries. The ?Best of London 20207 serves as a testament to the city?s enduring appeal and its
capacity to inspire, innovate, and unite in the face of adversity.

QuestionAnswer What are the top attractions highlighted in Lonely Planet's Best of London
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20207 Lonely Planet's Best of London 2020 highlights iconic sites such as the Tower of London,
Buckingham Palace, the British Museum, and new favorites like the Tate Modern's Switch House
extension and the vibrant Borough Market. Which neighborhoods in London are recommended in
the 2020 Lonely Planet guide? The guide recommends exploring neighborhoods like Shoreditch for
its street art and nightlife, Camden for its markets and music scene, and Kensington for its museums
and elegant parks. Are there any new or emerging hotspots in London featured in the 2020 Lonely
Planet edition? Yes, the 2020 edition highlights emerging spots such as the South Bank's revitalized
areas, Peckham's creative scene, and the newly opened The Line walking and art trail along the
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park. Does Lonely Planet's 2020 guide include family-friendly activities in
London? Absolutely. It recommends family-friendly attractions like the Natural History Museum,
London Zoo, and immersive experiences at the Science Museum, along with parks like Hyde Park
and Regent's Park. What are some best dining experiences in London according to the 2020 Lonely
Planet guide? The guide suggests trying diverse cuisines from Borough Market's street food
vendors, innovative restaurants in Shoreditch, and traditional British pubs like The Churchill Arms.
How does the 2020 Lonely Planet guide suggest visitors experience London's culture and history? It
recommends visiting historic sites such as Westminster Abbey and the Tower of London, attending
West End theater productions, and exploring museums like the Victoria and Albert Museum. Is there
any advice in the Lonely Planet Best of London 2020 guide for sustainable travel? Yes, the guide
encourages visitors to use public transport, explore on foot or by bike, and support local businesses
to promote sustainable tourism practices in London.
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